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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of claims 

1. Claims 11-18 and 29 are cancelled. Claims 1, 2, 4-6 and 19-24 are amended and 
claims 30-38 are added. Claims 1-10, 19-28 and 30-38 are pending in this application 
per response to Office Action filed on August 24, 2005. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10, 19-28 and 30-38 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-10. 19-28, 30. 33 and 37. are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ghahremani et al U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2005/0180429 A1 in view of Coley et al U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2001/0011253. 



4. As per claim 1 and 19 , Ghahremani et al discloses a feature rights management 
system, comprising: 
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a feature rights server having a repository for storing feature keys, the feature 
keys representing activation rights for features; 

a chassis comprising a plurality of cards slots and a common backplane bus for 
connecting cards among the slots to one another (fig. 1, 14, 17, 33, 34; 0049); 

a system manager card operatively disposed in a slot of a chassis, the system 
manager card comprising a feature rights management agent operatively coupled to the 
feature rights server to receive feature keys from the feature rights server, to store 
feature rights in a repository, and to identify available feature units provided (fig. 1, 3, 
12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 33, 34; 0055; 0058; 0069; 0070; 0071); and 

a plurality of application cards operatively disposed in a plurality of slots of at 
least one chassis, each application card operatively coupled to the system manager 
card over the common backplane bus to request feature rights from the feature rights 
management agent, wherein the feature rights management agent allocates the feature 
units among requesting plurality of application cards over the common backplane bus 
(fig. 1, 3, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 33, 34; 0055; 0071). 

What Ghahremani et al does not explicitly teach is 

a feature rights server having a repository for storing feature keys, the feature 
keys representing activation rights for features. 

Coley et al discloses a feature rights server having a repository for storing feature 
keys, the feature keys representing activation rights for features (0018, 0094). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Ghahremani et al and incorporate a 
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feature rights server having a repository for storing feature keys, the feature keys 
representing activation rights for features as taught by Coley et al, because "... A 
typical software license grants a permit to use to use the licensed software application 
on a particular machine and perhaps... A software license provides a software provider 
with a legal instrument against impermissible use of licensed software" (Coley col. 1, 
lines 10-20) 

5. As per claim 2 and 20 , Ghahremani et al failed to explicitly disclose a feature 
rights management system, wherein the feature rights management agents and the 
feature rights server transfer rights between the feature rights management agents and 
the server in the form of keys; and wherein the application cards and the feature rights 
management agent transfer rights between the application cards and the feature rights 
management agent in the form of permission. 

Coley et al discloses a feature rights management system, wherein the feature 
rights management agents and the feature rights server transfer rights between the 
feature rights management agents and the server in the form of keys; and wherein the 
application cards and the feature rights management agent transfer rights between the 
application cards and the feature rights management agent in the form of permission 
(0072, 0073, 0089). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Ghahremani et al and incorporate a 
feature rights management system, wherein the feature rights management agents and 



Application/Control Number: 10/605,376 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3621 

the feature rights server transfer rights between the feature rights management agents 
and the server in the form of keys; and wherein the application cards and the feature 
rights management agent transfer rights between the application cards and the feature 
rights management agent in the form of permission as taught by Coley et al, because 
"... if the client application is licensed (i.e. the database contains a record of a license), 
the response can allow the client application to be enabled, or re-enabled." (Coley, col. 
4, lines 40-50). 

6. As per claim 3 and 21 , Ghahremani et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein a connection between the feature rights management 
agents and the feature rights server is un-trusted (fig. 16); and wherein a connection 
between the sub-agents and the feature rights management agent is trusted (fig. 16). 

7. As per claim 4 and 22 , Ghahremani et al failed to explicitly disclose a feature 
rights management system, wherein the application card requests permissions for 
feature rights from the feature rights management agent upon provisioning. 

Coley et al further discloses a feature rights management system, wherein the 
application card requests permissions for feature rights from the feature rights 
management agent upon provisioning (0072, 0073, 0076). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Ghahremani et al and incorporate a 
feature rights management system, wherein the application card requests permissions 
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for feature rights from the feature rights management agent upon provisioning as taught 
by Coley et al because "... if it is determined that the client application is not licensed, 
the response sent by the licensing server does not allow the client application to be 
enabled (Coley, col. 4, lines 40-45). 

8. As per claim 5 and 23 , Ghahremani et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein the feature rights management agent comprises a 
memory for storing a number of unallocated feature units (0065; 0164; 0165); and 
wherein the feature rights management agent requests keys for features from the 
feature rights server when the number of unallocated feature units is deficient to meet 
the needs of a request for permissions by a application card (0165; 0020). 

9. As per claim 6 and 24 , Ghahremani et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein the application card releases a feature unit by sending a 
release message to the feature rights management agent; and wherein the feature 
rights management agent increases its number of available feature units in response to 
the release message (0164; 0165). 

10. As per claim 7 and 25 , Ghahremani et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein the feature management agent releases feature keys 
from a feature rights management agent and moves feature rights keys to the feature 
rights server (0164; 0165). 
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11. As per claim 8 and 26 , Ghahremani et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein each feature key comprises a plurality of feature rights 
including a) feature units, b) a feature category, and c) a distribution node identifier 
(0098; 0154; 0155; 0178). 

12. As per claim 9 and 27 . Ghahremani et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein each feature unit designates how many instances of a 
feature category is permitted within a domain of a distribution node identified by the 
distribution node identifier (0178). 

13. As per claim 10 , Ghahremani further discloses a feature rights management 
system, wherein the feature keys are of at least two kinds of keys: network keys 
destined to the feature rights server and element keys destined for the feature rights 
management agent (fig. 10; 0083; 0084; 0103). 

14. As per claim 28 . Ghahremani further discloses a feature rights management 
apparatus, wherein the feature keys are of at least two kinds of keys: network keys 
destined to the feature rights server and element keys destined for the feature rights 
management agent, wherein, the distribution node identifier of an element key identifies 
a domain of an identified feature rights management agent, and wherein the distribution 
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node identifier of a network key identifies a domain of an identified feature management 
server (fig. 10; 0083; 0084; 0103; 0124; 0125; 0126). 

15. As per claim 30, 33 and 37 , Ghahremani et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein the features comprise telecommunication features (fig. 1, 
3, 12, 15, 17; 0084; 0086). 

16. Claims 31, 35, 32 and 36, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ghahremani et al U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2005/0180429 A1 and Coley et al U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0011253 as 
applied to claim 1 and 19 above, and further in view of Summers et al U.S. Patent No. 
6,098,133. 

17. As per claim 31 and 35 , both Ghahremani et al and Coley et al failed to explicitly 
disclose a feature rights management system, wherein the common backplane bus of 
the chassis is a trusted bus. 

Summers et al discloses a feature rights management system, wherein the 
common backplane bus of the chassis is a trusted bus (fig. 1, 2, 6 and 7) 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Ghahremani et al and incorporate a 
feature rights management system, wherein the common backplane bus of the chassis 
is a trusted bus as taught by Summers et al in order to ensure adequate security and 



Application/Control Number: 10/605,376 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3621 

reliability because "...the switch preferably includes a redundant bus architecture for 
interconnecting the FMs and SCMs..." (Ghahremani, 0058). 

18. As per claim 32 and 36 , Ghahremani et al further discloses a feature rights 
management system, wherein the common backplane bus of the chassis connects the 
plurality of application cards to the system manager card (fig. 1) but failed to explicitly 
disclose over a trusted intra-card bus. 

Summers et al discloses a trusted intra-card bus (fig. 1, 2, 6 and 7). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Ghahremani et al and incorporate a 
trusted intra-card bus as taught by Summers et al in order to ensure adequate security. 

19. Claims 34 and 38, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ghahremani et al U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0180429 A1 and 
Coley et al U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0011253 as applied to claim 1 and 
19 above, and further in view of Salkini et al U.S. Patent No. 6,912,230. 

20. As per claims 34 and 38 , both Ghahremani et al and Coley et al failed to 
explicitly disclose a feature rights management system, wherein the features comprise 
prepaid billing. 

Salkini et al discloses a feature rights management system, wherein the features 
comprises prepaid billing (col. 10, lines 1-10). 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Petrone et al and incorporate a feature 
rights management system, wherein the features comprises prepaid billing as taught by 
Salkini et al in order to ensure that providers are paid for the services. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art ad are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of 
the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the examiner. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charlie C. L. Agwumezie whose number is (571) 272- 
6838. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (571) 272 - 6712. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington D.C. 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300. [Official communications; including After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"]. 

(571) 273-8300. [Informal/Draft communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"]. 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to the Examiner in the Knox Building, 50 
Dulany Street Alexandria VA. 

— 
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